LOCALIZED KIWANIS NEWS RELEASES
The following news release has been prepared as a pattern to assist Kiwanis clubs in publicizing annual Kiwanis events.  To use this release, the club must schedule a club meeting program, service project, or fund-raising project that fits the theme of the observance.  Then add the indicated local information to the release.  Modify or expand the release as you wish–it is only offered as a pattern to follow.

News releases should always be double-spaced (one blank line between each typed line) and typed on only one side of each sheet of paper.  Also, add the name and telephone numbers of a contact person at the top of the release, in case the editor wants additional information.

Weekly newspapers and small-town daily newspapers are more likely to publish articles about Kiwanis club activities than major metropolitan daily newspapers.  However, large newspapers sometimes publish separate editions for different metropolitan areas.  Check with the newspaper and send news releases to the editor for the area your club serves.

JANUARY 2007:  Retype this news release (double-spaced) on your club letterhead with added local information and submit to your local newspapers a few days before January 21 or your club’s meeting date.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: [Name, telephone numbers]

KIWANIS CLUBS CELEBRATE 92nd ANNIVERSARY

[Your city] Kiwanis members will mark Kiwanis International's 92nd birthday during Kiwanis Anniversary Week, January 21-27, according to [club president's name], president of the Kiwanis Club of [club name].

The club will celebrate by [short explanation of your club meeting or project plans].

The first Kiwanis club was chartered on January 21, 1915, in Detroit, Michigan.  Today, Kiwanis has grown to number 8,400 clubs and 275,000 members in 96 countries around the world.  Kiwanis clubs sponsor community service projects and raise funds to meet local needs with a special focus on children.

The Kiwanis Club of [club name] was chartered in [year].  Local Kiwanis service projects include [list major past and current projects].

Last year, Kiwanis clubs around the world raised and raised more than $100 million for community service activities, with a special emphasis on meeting the needs of young children.  Kiwanis members also donated almost 6 million volunteer hours to these service activities.  This money and time supported almost 150,000 Kiwanis projects to meet community needs.

Kiwanis International’s continuing service focus is called “Young Children: Priority One.”  Under this theme, each Kiwanis club is encouraged to sponsor significant projects that serve the special needs of young children from prenatal development to age 5.

Kiwanis clubs around the world are also conducting the first Kiwanis Worldwide Service Project in partnership with the United Nations Children’s Fund.  Kiwanis has raised more than $75 million to assist nations in eliminating iodine deficiency disorders (IDD), the leading preventable cause of mental retardation in the world today.

As Kiwanis International marks its 92nd anniversary, Kiwanis funds are now at work in almost 100 nations, and UNICEF estimates that Kiwanis-funded IDD programs are protecting more than 90 million newborn children from diminished mental skills each year.
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