RSS and Kiwanis Web Sites
What is RSS?

It’s an acronym for “Really Simple Syndication” or “Rich Site Summary”.  This tool makes it easier for you to keep up with the latest news and information from your favorite Web sites without having to repeatedly visit each and every site to check for updates.  
How do I know if I can use RSS on a Kiwanis-family site?  
On Kiwanis sites, watch for this icon:  [image: image1.png]


or a text link.  As an example, you will find this symbol on the Kiwanis.org home page in the Updates section (far right column).  Other sites may use “XML”, “RSS,” or “Atom” icons or text links.
What do I need to use RSS?
You will need a news reader.  Also referred to as a feed reader or aggregator, it checks sites at regular intervals for any new feeds and pulls them together to display in one place for you to review.  
What does a news feed look like?

It typically contains a headline, a link to the full story, and a brief description along with a date and time stamp.  You may also find images and additional links to other sources.  You can even get music reviews in a news feed!
Where do I get a news reader?  
There are many free services available.  Some compile your news feeds in an account you set up on their Web site while others allow you to download their software to your computer.  As you can imagine, there are various options with each.  We recommend that you sign up and try several since there is so much variety.  A few examples can be found at the following Web sites:
www.google.com/reader
www.newsgator.com/individuals
www.my.yahoo.com
Depending on the tool, you can browse to the RSS icon or link to subscribe to it, copy the feed link into your news reader, or drag and drop.  

What’s the difference between RSS versus Atom?

RSS and Atom are two types of formats used by people who generate syndicated news feeds.  They both achieve the same end-result of getting information to you as simply as possible.  Many Web sites offer both format options.  You can receive Kiwanis news feeds in either format, or you can receive a new post alert by typing in your e-mail address – both options are available to you in the orange “Syndication” box to the left of the blog post.
